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Under Dan’s leadership NASA has reached 

out to honor the victims of last month’s ter-
rorist attacks in New York. The next mission of 
the Space Shuttle Endeavour will carry ‘‘Flags 
for Heroes and Families.’’ Thousands of Amer-
ican flags will be carried into space by En-
deavor and its seven member crew and, upon 
return to Earth, will be distributed to the vic-
tims’ families and survivors of the September 
11 attacks. 

Dan always recognized NASA’s potential to 
inspire students to elect careers in science, 
mathematics and engineering. His personal 
leadership and the NASA programs that he 
supported have involved hundreds of students 
in hands-on research experiences. NASA’s 
Summer High School Apprenticeship Re-
search Program not only allows the students 
to actually participate in research, but it also 
pays them a salary as well. This intensive 
science and engineering apprenticeship pro-
gram is specifically designed to attract and in-
crease underrepresented students’ participa-
tion and success rates in mathematics, 
science, technology and engineering courses. 

Mr. Speaker, the nation is fortunate to have 
such outstanding public servants as Adminis-
trator Goldin. He has led NASA and its inter-
national partners in exploring the frontiers of 
space and inspiring benefits to life on Earth. 
Accordingly, it is appropriate today that we 
recognize and highly commend Daniel Goldin 
as the longest serving administrator of NASA 
and that we express our appreciation for his 
leadership of the nation’s space program. 
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Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sorrow that I rise today to speak of the 
death of Ms. Larissa Jaffe of Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Ms. Jaffe was a 63-year-old Peace Corp 
volunteer in Zimbabwe when she was killed in 
a suspected homicide. Although the two men 
who are believed to be the perpetrators of this 
heinous crime have been apprehended, the 
loss to Ms. Jaffe’s family, the Peace Corps, 
and indeed, the United States is great. 

Ms. Jaffe is a perfect example of what every 
American should hope to be. A Russian immi-
grant, she had a strong commitment to edu-
cation. When she became a naturalized citizen 
of the United States, she already held a PhD 
in geology from the Academy of Sciences in 
Moscow. While living in the US she obtained 
a Masters Degree in foreign language instruc-
tion and a technical degree in data proc-
essing. She was a certified teacher in Utah, a 
certified nursing assistant in California, and an 
emergency medical technician. 

While Ms. Jaffe lived a life of learning, she 
enjoyed teaching others as well. She was a 
teacher in Utah, Massachusetts and California. 
She had experience in medical research and 
even worked analyzing the effectiveness of 
health care institutions. 

In 1994 and 1995, she fulfilled her desires 
to travel by traveling to over two-dozen coun-
tries in a solo trek around the world. She vis-

ited South America and Southeast Asia exten-
sively, and explored Morocco, Russia and 
Australia. Her desire for adventure culminated 
in her decision to give two years out of her life 
to serve in the Peace Corps in Zimbabwe. 

Of all that can be said of her, the words of 
Peace Corps Acting Deputy Director Lloyd 
Pierson are the most fitting. He said, ‘‘Mrs. 
Jaffe’s death is an enormous loss to Peace 
Corps. . . . From all that I have come to 
know about Mrs. Jaffe, she was industrious, 
innovative, creative and motivated. She was 
an inspiration and role model to her col-
leagues and the staff.’’ 

f 
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Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor United States Army 
Major Dwayne Williams. Major Williams was a 
man who dedicated his life to God and his 
country. He had recently completed the Army 
Command General College officer course and 
was assigned to work at the Pentagon in July. 
Unfortunately, Major Williams was assigned to 
an Army wing of the Pentagon that was struck 
by the hijacked plane on September 11, 2001, 
and lost his life to the terrorist attack. 

Major Williams, only 40 years old, already 
had an impressive record of service to our na-
tion. He started as a paratrooper and served 
with the elite rangers at Fort Benning, Georgia 
and later served in the Persian Gulf War. He 
spent three years in Egypt at the American 
embassy and then two years as a company 
commander at Fort Jackson, South Carolina. 

Major Dwayne Williams had strong ties to 
the 511 District of Alabama, where his parents 
still reside. Major Williams was a star football 
player at Jacksonville High School and later at 
the University of North Alabama. He leaves 
behind his wife Tammy and his two children, 
Tyler and Kelsie; his parents, Horace and 
Pearl Williams; and his three brothers, Roy 
Williams, Air Force Staff Sergeant Troy Wil-
liams, and Army Sergeant 1st Class Kim Wil-
liams. Major Dwayne Williams was an eight-
een year veteran of the United States Army 
and will be greatly missed by his family and 
friends, and also by the country that he duti-
fully and selflessly served for many years. 
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Small Business Administra-
tion’s (SBA) Fresno District Office for their 
contributions and efforts in the community. 
The U.S. Small Business Administration is an 
independent agency of the federal government 

to aid, counsel, assist and protect the interests 
of small business concerns, to preserve free 
competitive enterprise and to maintain and 
strengthen the overall economy of our nation. 

The Fresno District Office has been trans-
formed into one of the most user-friendly vital 
economic development resources for the busi-
ness community in the Central Valley. Over 
the past five years, the Fresno District Office 
has assisted over 3,893 businesses with loans 
totaling $1.1 billion. The Fresno District Office 
works by a simple motto: be visible, proactive 
and responsive to the business community 
and other resource partners. 

The Fresno District Office has had a pres-
ence in Fresno, California for over thirty years, 
working with and assisting local businesses. In 
2000, the Fresno District Office was the recipi-
ent of the Fresno Bee’s prestigious ‘‘Central 
California Excellence in Business Award’’ for 
Finance/Banking/Insurance. The SBA Fresno 
District Office is the first Federal Agency to re-
ceive this award. This is a testament to the 
SBA’s dedication to economic development 
and high standards of customer service. 

Although the SBA has grown and evolved in 
the years since it was established in 1953, the 
bottom line mission remains the same: they 
help Americans start, build and grow busi-
nesses. Through an extensive network of field 
offices and partnerships with public and pri-
vate organizations, SBA delivers its services 
to people throughout the United States, Puerto 
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Guam. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the Fresno Dis-
trict Office of the Small Business Administra-
tion for their contributions to the economy of 
the California Central Valley. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the Fresno Dis-
trict Office of the SBA many more years of 
continued success. 
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the public service of the Mayor 
of Northglenn, D.L. ‘‘Don’’ Parsons. Mayor 
Parsons is retiring this year, after serving the 
City of Northglenn for 14 years. 

Mr. Parsons was born in Brewster, Kansas 
and graduated from Kansas State University 
with a degree in Business Administration. He 
was President and CEO of the Rocky Moun-
tain Natural Gas Company and Manager of 
State Legislation for KN Energy, Inc. Mr. Par-
sons currently heads up his own consulting 
firm, specializing in utility management, rates 
and finance. In addition to being an active 
member of Colorado’s oil and gas community, 
the Mayor has dedicated much of his time to 
improving the quality of life for the people of 
Northglenn. 

After being elected to public office in 1987, 
Mr. Parsons has brought economic develop-
ment to his city, while allowing it to maintain 
its small town identity. Northglenn is a great 
place to live and raise children, and this is a 
direct reflection of Don Parsons’ guidance and 
leadership. 
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